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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 PRETOR 01018 221549Z 
ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-14 EUR-12 IO-14 ISO-OO SSO-OO NSCE-00 
USIE-00 INRE-00 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 H-02 INR-10 
L-03 NSAE-00 PA-02 SP-02 SS-15 ACDA-12 /102W 

117215 221550Z/53 

O 221500Z FEB 78 ZFF-4 
FM AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 532 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY MAPUTO IMMEDIATE 
INFO AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM 
AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN 
AMEMBASSY GABORONE 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS 
AMEMBASSY LILONGWE 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY LUSAKA 
USINT HAVANA 

UNCLAS PRETORIA 1018 

CAPE TOWN ALSO FOR EMBASSY 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PINS, MOPS, PDEV, RH, MZ 

SUBJECT: RHODESIA: PRESS ACCOUNT OF MILITARY BUILD-UP 
AGAINST RHODESIA 

1 . A LOCAL AFRIKAANS DAILY REPORTED ON FEBRUARY 22 THAT A 
BIG OFFENSIVE BUILD-UP WAS UNDERWAY IN MOZAMBIQUE AIMED AT 
STRIKING RHODESIA. REPORTEDLY 500 CUBAN TROOPS, INCLUDING 
PILOTS, AND SEVERAL RUSSIAN TECHNICAL ADVISORS WERE NOW IN 
THE COUNTRY. THE MOZAMBICAN AIR FORCE WAS BEING REVAMPED 
TO TAKE AWAY RHODESIAN AIR SUPERIORITY AND AN AIR BASE, 

DESCRIBED AS THE BIGGEST ONE ON THE EAST COAST OF AFRICA, WAS 
BEING BUILD NORTHWEST OF BEIRA. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 PRETOR 01018 221549Z 


2. THE EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED SEVERAL PRESS INQUIRIES 
PROMPTED BY THIS REPORT. WE HAVE RESPONDED THAT WE 
HAVE NO KNOWLEDGE OF SUCH ACTIVITY. 

BOWDLER 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, MILITARY BUILDUP 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 22 feb 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 jan 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978PRETOR01018 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780082-0339 
Format: TEL 
From: PRETORIA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780228/aaaaaxar.tel 

Line Count: 60 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: f91 62bd2-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29 mar 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: N/A 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3520418 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: RHODESIA: PRESS ACCOUNT OF MILITARY BUILD-UP AGAINST RHODESIA 
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